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[bookmark: Xbc8a31d2a4ef15d6f7d793b2c5a40b4f7bced03]House Panel Trims DOE Environmental Management Budget
The House Appropriations Committee voted 34-25 to approve $7.7 billion for EM for fiscal 2027, down from $8.5 billion in 2026 and below the $8.2 billion requested by the Trump administration.
Allocations reported on by Weapons Complex Monitor included:
Idaho National Laboratory: $480 million, $13 million less than 2026.
Oak Ridge Site: $593 million, $9.5 million less than 2026.
Savannah River Site: $1.65 billion, $48 million less than 2026.
WIPP: $400 million, $20 million less than 2026.
Los Alamos National Laboratory: $278 million, unchanged from 2026.
Nevada National Security Site: $65 million, unchanged.
The House must still vote on the bill, followed by Senate consideration. A conference committee would reconcile differences before the measure goes to the president. If no budget is enacted by September 30, Congress will need a continuing resolution to prevent a government shutdown.
See Weapons Complex Monitor, Vol. 37, No. 20, published May 22, 2026.
See Bill text.
[bookmark: X60ea9b2f936d107cd19657d5480355c850e8b93]GAO Report Finds Worsening Environmental Management Brain Drain
The Government Accountability Office (GAO) reported that EM experienced severe staffing shortages through fiscal 2025. EM’s workforce declined 33% from 1,272 employees in fiscal 2023 to 856 in fiscal 2025, creating a 45% vacancy rate against a need of 1,515 staff. The GAO attributed much of the loss to the White House’s 2025 Deferred Resignation Program, with 312 of 409 departures occurring through the program, including 180 in mission-critical roles.
The report noted that EM’s remaining workforce was aging, with 35% of staff and 30% of mission-critical employees eligible for retirement by 2030. EM planned to hire about 174 new staff in fiscal 2026, and leadership announced plans to add 90–100 more as part of a reorganization. However, GAO warned that the loss of institutional knowledge, particularly at the Hanford Site, would hinder EM’s ability to quickly recover capability.
See Weapons Complex Monitor, Vol. 37, No. 20, published May 22, 2026.
See GAO Report Highlights about DOE Shortages in Mission-Critical Positions.
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[bookmark: X198b8747408ffe17c28ae4bf101df702d7eb091]Newhouse Defends $2.8B Hanford Funding Level
Rep. Dan Newhouse (R-WA) defended a proposed $2.8 billion fiscal 2027 during a House Appropriations Committee markup. The amount was lower than the $2.9 billion requested by the White House and $320 million below last year’s congressional funding but was described as sufficient to meet cleanup milestones.
The Energy & Water Development bill allocated $7.7 billion for EM, compared with $8.2 billion requested and $8.5 billion in fiscal 2026. Defense Environmental Cleanup would receive $6.6 billion, while $821 million would go to the Uranium Enrichment Decontamination and Decommissioning Fund and $322 million to Non-Defense Environmental Cleanup.
The legislation, which passed 34–25, returned Hanford funding to 2023 levels and supported ongoing vitrification of low-activity waste at the Waste Treatment and Immobilization Plant. It also funded design work for the High-Level Waste Vitrification Facility and repacking of transuranic waste for shipment to New Mexico. The full House will consider the bill after Memorial Day.
See Weapons Complex Monitor, Vol. 37, No. 20, published May 22, 2026.
See full Committee Print.
See bill text.
[bookmark: Xafae4be9b9b84159df1ad2c99d5ca814fb3c7f7]DOE Faces Key Decisions in Hanford Grouting Plan
The Government Accountability Office (GAO) reported that the DOE had numerous details to resolve in its plan to grout low-level radioactive waste at Hanford. DOE planned to grout approximately 24 million gallons of low-activity waste from 22 underground tanks, supplementing the Waste Treatment and Immobilization Plant, which began vitrifying some waste in October.
GAO noted that grouting could save billions compared to building a second vitrification plant, which produces significant secondary waste. Estimated grouting costs ranged from $480 million to $1.1 billion, excluding transportation and disposal. Transporting the waste as liquid was projected to cost $12 million to $36 million, while shipping it as solid grout could reach $24 million to $72 million.
DOE, the Environmental Protection Agency, and Washington State agreed in January 2025 to grout and dispose of this waste out of state. DOE will decide by July whether to grout onsite or ship liquid waste offsite.
See Weapons Complex Monitor, Vol. 37, No. 20, published May 22, 2026.
See GAO Highlights.
[bookmark: X22acbd9a6cc1464a0afd7c230a72cfd82cd44db]Hanford 222-S Lab Halves Sample Turnaround Time
DOE’s 222-S Laboratory achieved a 50% reduction in sample turnaround times over the past five years. EM claims that efforts by contractor Navarro-ATL included renovated lab rooms, 29 new or upgraded instruments, and enhanced infrastructure, led to a fourfold workload increase in 2025. Average turnaround for analytical results dropped from 180 days to under 90 days.
Improvements included the Washington State Department of Ecology’s approval of the Twister Stir Bar method, which cut sample separation times from several days to three hours, and installation of new lead-shielded windows and mechanical manipulators in the hot-cell complex for safer, faster operations. These upgrades expanded capacity and prepared the lab to support upcoming Direct-Feed Low-Activity Waste and future grout campaigns.
See EM Newsletter.
[bookmark: Xa20d410db59e9f2052a656a2fb3b909f2153216]Hanford WTP Vitrifies 100,000 Gallons of Waste
The DOE and Bechtel National announced that the Hanford Waste Treatment and Immobilization Plant (WTP) had vitrified 100,000 gallons of liquid tank waste into solid glass as of May 16, 2026. By May 26, the total reached over 105,000 gallons. The plant began processing less radioactive waste in October 2025 and had solidified 40,000 gallons by the end of that year. Bechtel is currently managing early operations and will later hand over the facility to BWX Technologies-led Hanford Tank Waste Operations & Closure (H2C). Hanford stores 56 million gallons of radioactive and chemical waste from World War II and Cold War plutonium production in aging underground tanks, some of which have leaked. 
See Weapons Complex Monitor, Vol. 37, No. 20, published May 22, 2026.
See DOE Press Release.
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[bookmark: nmed-proposal-to-revamp-wipp-permit]NMED Proposal to Revamp WIPP Permit
The New Mexico Environment Department (NMED) proposed revisions to the WIPP hazardous waste permit, sparking debate at a Carlsbad community forum. The draft would require the DOE to allocate 55% of disposal capacity to Los Alamos National Laboratory (LANL) legacy waste from 2027–2031, increasing to 75% in 2032. NMED said the changes would enforce cleanup commitments from a 2023 settlement.
Local officials and business leaders warned that fixed allocations could limit shipments, slow operations, and hurt the regional economy, while environmental advocates urged stricter definitions and protections against above-ground storage risks at LANL. DOE cautioned that rigid targets could disrupt the national cleanup network.
A 45-day public comment period runs through June 7, 2026. DOE will submit comments by that date, and a public hearing will follow if no settlement is reached. A final decision is expected by fall 2026.
See Weapons Complex Monitor, Vol. 37, No. 17, published May 1, 2026.
See NMED Comment Form, open until June 7, 2026.
[bookmark: wipp-receives-55-tru-shipments-in-april]WIPP Receives 55 TRU Shipments in April
WIPP received 55 shipments of defense-related transuranic (TRU) waste in April 2026, the highest monthly total since September 2025, when 61 shipments were delivered. This exceeded both the 47 shipments received in April 2025 and marked the facility’s second month of resumed operations after a two-month outage. Of the April shipments, 28 originated from the Idaho National Laboratory, 21 from Los Alamos National Laboratory, and six from the Savannah River Site.
From January through April 2026, WIPP received 80 shipments, compared to 62 in the same period of 2025. In fiscal year 2026, which began October 1, 2025, the facility had received 183 shipments, surpassing the 156 shipments recorded between October 2024 and April 2025. See Weapons Complex Monitor, Vol. 37, No. 20, published May 22, 2026.
See WIPP Shipment Database.
[bookmark: assistant-secretary-walsh-tours-wipp]Assistant Secretary Walsh Tours WIPP
Assistant Secretary of Environmental Management Tim Walsh toured WIPP on May 19, 2026. He and other EM leaders observed cleanup progress, safety practices, and operations for disposing of transuranic nuclear waste 2,150 feet underground in a salt formation. The team reviewed the newly completed Underground Ventilation System, which increases airflow and enhances worker safety through 22 HEPA filtration units. Walsh also toured CAST Specialty Transportation’s new trucking terminal in Carlsbad, which supports safe transuranic waste shipments to WIPP, and briefly operated a CAST truck during the visit.
See EM Newsletter.
